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support  to  Prealdent  Kennedy  during  the  final  hours.  The 
principal  claias  of  these  organisations  are  that  unidentified 
flying  objects  are  interplanetary  space  craft  and  that  the  Air 
Force  is  withholding  the  infornation. 

The  most  active  and  Influential  of  these  organisations  is 
the  National  Investigation  Coouaittee  on  Aerial  Phenomena  (KICAP). 
This  organisation  is  headed  by  Major  Donald  E,  Keyhoe,  U,S, 

Marine  Corps  (Ret) • 

NICAP,  through  its  publication  the  "UFO  Investigator,"  has 
made  constant  appeals  to  its  members  to  write  to  their  congress- 
man requesting  a hearing  to  investigate  the  Air  Force's  handling 
of  the  UFO  program.  It  is  our  opinion  that  this  appeal  prompted 
Mr,  Speights*  letter  to  you, 

Mr,  Speights,  a youth  of  about  19,  has  written  to  us  on  two 
previous  occasions  and  has  received  an  answer  to  each  of  bis  two 
letters.  From  comparison  of  the  language  in  his  previous  letters 
with  that  in  the  letter  to  you  it  is  obvious  that  Mr,  Speights  has 
had  assistance  with  the  majority  of  the  information  contained  in 
this  most  recent  letter.  It  is  probable  that  he  copied  it  from 
some  NICAP  publication. 

Following  are  some  observations  regarding  statements  in 
Mr.  Speights'  letter. 

The  Air  Force  has  no  record  of  the  number  of  attempts  which 
nave  been  made  by  our  pilots  to  intercept  UFO's;  however,  such 
action  is  not  unusual  nor  does  it  prove  that  these  objects/phe- 


I 


nomena  are  anythlag  other  than  as  claimed  by  the  Mr  Force.  The 
Air  Force  attempts  to  intercept  any  object  which  is  unidentified 
and  has  prescribed  performance  parameters. 

In  many  instances  the  pilot,  upon  returning  to  the  ground, 
realizes  that  he  has  been  attempting  to  close  on  some  common 
object  such  as  a planet.  The  Ryan  case  which  occurred  in  the 
state  of  New  York  on  8 April  1956  was  due  to  the  mlsidentif icatlon 
of  the  planet  Venus.  Our  records  reveal  that  Captain  Ryan  was 
not  directed  by  the  Air  Force  to  investigate  the  object  and  that, 
accordins  to  his  own  statement,  he  did  not  deviate  from  course 
for  this  or  any  other  purpose.  The  fact  that  Captain  Ryan  arrived 
at  Schenectady,  his  destination,  on  schedule  tends  to  substantiate 
the  claim  that  he  did  not  deviate  from  course. 

Scientists  and  engineers,  though  expert  in  their  own  field, 
can  temporarily  misidentify  some  object  or  phenomena  thus  report- 
ing it  as  an  unidentified  flying  object.  It  is,  in  fact,  possible 
for  a scientist  to  be  fooled  by  an  occurrence  closely  associated 
with  his  specialized  field  as  evidenced  by  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Donald  H.  Uenzel  of  Harvard,  a noted  astronomer.  Dr.  llenzel  was 
fooled  for  a time  by  the  refracted  image  of  the  star  Sirius.  This 
experience  is  related  in  Chapter  IV,  page  60  of  his  forthcoming 
book,  THE  WORU)  OF  FLYING  SAUCERS,  published  by  Doubleday. 

There  are  sightings  in  the  Air  Force  files  which  indicate  ball 
lightning  or  some  similar  electromagnetic  phenomena  as  the  probable 
cause.  Due  to  the  infrequent  occurrence  and  the  transient  nature 


of  ball  lightning,  it  is  inposaible  to  have  good  documented  reports 
on  this  phoDosena.  In  most  of  these  cases,  witnesses  have  reported 
interference  with  vehicle  ignition,  lights,  radio,  etc.  Such  inter- 
ference, if  actually  occurring,  could  be  due  to  the  presence  of  the 
lightning  or  to  the  fact  that  the  witness  in  his  excitement  may 
accidentally  stall  the  car.  Because  ball  lightning  usually  occurs 
immediately  following  a severe  thunder  storm,  such  factors  as  wet 
ignition,  atmospheric  static,  etc.,  nay  be  the  cause  for  the  reported 
trouble. 

The  Air  Force  has  taken  geiger  counter  readings  immediately 
after  sightings  but  has  yet  to  find  any  readings  which  vary  sig- 
nificantly from  the  normal  background  of  the  area  tested. 

Radar  sightings  are  often  supported  by  visual  sightings  because 
the  same  atmospheric  conditions  which  produce  visual  anomalies  may 
also  effect  radar. 

It  is  Air  Force  policy  to  provide  news  media  with  information 
regarding  UFO  sightings  which  reach  national  prominence  and  to 
provide  information  to  individuals  in  response  to  their  specific 
requests.  Further,  the  next  edition  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Brltannica 
will  carry  an  article  on  unidentified  flying  objects.  This  article, 
approved  by  the  Air  Force,  was  prepared  by  Dr.  J.  Allen  Hynek, 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Astronomy  as  Northwestern  University, 
who  has  served  as  Air  Force  consultant  to  the  UFO  program  since 
1948. 

In  order  that  the  public  be  provided  with  as  such  information 
as  possible,  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  UFO  sightings  unclassified. 


Supporting  Infornatlon  indicates  tbe  classification  of  a sighting 
and  not  the  sighting  itself.  Since  1959,  184  cases  of  2167  are 
classified  and  only  4 of  tbe  53  unidentified  cases  for  this  period 
are  classified. 

The  nunber  of  foreign  reports  that  have  come  to  our  attention 
do  not  differ  measurably  from  those  originating  in  the  U.8.  neither 
in  the  presentation  of  the  data  nor  in  the  determined  probable 
cause. 

The  Air  Force  has  no  knowledge  of  a 1948  document  by  ATIC 
which  states  that  UFO's  are  interplanetary  space  ships.  One  of 
the  original  documents  establishing  the  project  states  that  an 
objective  would  be  to  determine  if  any  evidence  from  sightings 
suggests  that  UFO's  are  of  interplanetary  origin.  It  is  possible 
that  tbe  meaning  of  this  document  was  misinterpreted.  The  Air 
Force's  open  minded  attitude  still  persists,  and  investigators 
and  analysts  have  no  preconceived  notion  as  to  the  cause  for  a 
sighting  but  rather  form  their  conclusions  from  tbe  evidence. 

To  date  no  evidence  has  been  found  to  lead  us  to  even  suspect  that 
these  objects  are  Interplanetary  space  ships. 

Unidentified  aerial  phenomena  constitute  only  a part  of 
tbe  noise  which  our  defense  detection  systems  must  take  into  account 
in  preventing  accidental  war.  Scientific  studies  too  extensive 
to  be  discussed  here,  are  being  conducted  to  determine  the  extent 
and  nature  of  this  noise  for  integration  into  our  defensive  net- 


It  Is  hoped  that  this  Inforsation  aaawera  all  of  your 
questions  regarding  the  Air  Force's  Unidentified  Aerial  Pbe- 
noaena  Program,  ffe  stand  ready  to  give  you  any  further  coopera- 
tion which  you  deem  necessary. 
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Request  for  UFO  lnforaittion( John  P.  Speights) 


1 August  1963 


Hq  USAF  SAF-01  3b  (Urs.  Wells) 

Wash  25  DC 

1.  Reference  the  attached  letter  from  Pvt  John  P,  Speights 
requesting  information  on  unidentified  flying  objects. 

This  letter  is  forwarded  to  your  office  for  whatever  action 
you  deem  necessary. 


2.  The  unidentified  flying  objects  in  the  photographs 
taken  at  Salem,  Massachusetts  on  July  16,  1952  have  been 
evaluated  as  light  reflections  on  the  window  through  which 
the  photos  were  taken. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 

ERIC  T.  de  JOMCKHSERE 
Colonel,  USAF 

Deputy  for  Technology  and  Subsystems 
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Ltr  fm  Pvt  J.P. 
Speights,  dtd 
8 Jul  63. 
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X‘‘or‘  Ul3«i,  Texoi? 

July  o,  iji62  • 


K%Jor  CMri  K- 

Offlf'C  O’  I’ubJ'c  Information,  U3A.P 

Wvsiui.^rtf'M  ?5.  C. 

Pear  Mailer  Hart- 

thtf  Air  Force  examHied  the  photopnipb 
of  f- >r  UFOa  t tVan  July  Xn,  1957  a*  Saloat  Ynaa, 
ly  a ec,  w>mt  «ere  '.i»e  Air 

vor.  c'n  '‘li.Unt'*  reg-ifri-.T.f  *'ns  pliutncrrnh? 

i,ne  pnotogruph  *'.nve  frJ<»j7 

Youra  truly, 


(pTt.)  John  p,  Speic^ta, 
HA  14797414 
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Unidentified  Flying  Objects 
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FILE  COPY  , 


Uq  USAF  SAF-OI  3b  (Mrs.  Veils) 

Wash  25  DC 

1.  Congressman  Carl  Vinson  requested  information  from  the 
USAF  regarding  the  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  program* 
Attached  is  a copy  of  the  proposed  reply  to  Congressman 
Vinson  which  we  forwarded  to  AFNIN  for  passing  to  SAPLL. 

2.  Hr.  Vinson's  letter  was  prompted  by  an  appeal  for  a 
Congressional  hearing  which  was  made  to  him  by  John  Peurifoy 
Speights  of  2811  Bedford  Avenue,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

Ur.  Speights  requested  information  on  UFO's  from  the  Air 
Force  on  two  previous  occasions  and  was  promptly  answered 
each  time. 

3.  Apparently  Uajor  Keyhoe's  appeal  to  the  members  of 
NICAP,  through  the  organization  bulletin  "UFO  Investigator," 
to  write  to  their  Congressman  requesting  hearings  has  at 
least  one  response.  Ve  believe  that  the  SAFLL  staff  should 
be  appraised  of  this  and  previous  attempts  by  Major  Keyboe 
to  discredit  the  USAF  and  bring  about  Congressional  hear> 
lags  on  the  UFO  program. 

FOR  THE  COHUANDBR 


ERIC  T.  de  JONCKHEBRS  1 Atch 

Colonel,  USAF  Cy  Itr  fm  FTD(TDG)  to 

Deputy  for  Technology  and  Subsystems  AFNlN(Lt/Col  Dessert) 

dtd  18  Jul  63,  SubJ: 
UFO,  w/atch  3 only. 
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TDEW 

Unidentified  Flying  Objects 


22  July  1963 


AFSC(SCFA) 

Andrews  AFB,  Hd« 

1.  Attached  is  a copy  of  our  proposed  response  to  a request 
for  information  on  the  USAF  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  pro- 
gram from  Congressman  Carl  Vinson.  This  proposed  reply  woe 
sent  to  AFNIN  for  forwarding  to  SAFLL. 

2.  Partly  due  to  the  efforts  of  private  UFO  organizations 
there  have  been  two  briefings  on  the  UFO  program  for  Con- 
gressional sub-committees.  One  was  held  in  the  summer  of 
1958;  the  other,  during  the  week  of  10  July  I960.  A hear- 
ing was  averted  during  the  summer  of  1961  when  we  briefed 
Ur.  Richard  P.  Hines  of  the  House  Space  and  Astronautics 
Committee  during  his  visit  to  FTD.  Hr.  Hines  was  gathering 
background  information  for  Congressman  Joseph  Karth  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee.  As  a result  of  Hr.  Hines*  report,  Con- 
gressman Karth  recommended  there  be  no  hearings.  A copy  of 
Ur.  Karth's  letter  to  Major  Keyhoe  of  the  National  Investi- 
gations Committee  on  Aerial  Phenomena,  a private  UFO  organi- 
zation, stating  the  Congressman's  position  regarding  a 
hearing  is  attached. 


3.  Also  attached  is  a copy  of  an  article  which  will  appear 
in  the  next  edition  of  the  Sncyclopaedia  Britannlca.  The 
article  was  written  by  the  consultant  of  the  UFO  program, 
Dr.  J.  Allen  Hynek  of  Northwestern  University,  and  approved 
by  the  Air  Force.  Dr.  Hynek  has  been  consultant  to  the  UFO 
program  since  1048.  Ve  have  suggested  that  a copy  of  this 
article  accompany  the  letter  to  Congressman  Vinson. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 

<£cj&  3 

ERIC  T.  de  JONCKHEERE 
Colonel,  USAF 

Deputy  for  Technology  and  Subsystems 
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1.  Cy  proposed  reply  t> 
Congressman  Carl  Vinson. 

2.  Cy  Itr  Rep  Karth  to 
MaJ  Keyhoe,  28  Aug  61. 

3.  Cy  oxerpt  fm  next  ed 
Encyclopaedia  Britannlca. 
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miM  <LC  Col  r>OM80ri) 

t,  At^iAt.h<*<J  ta  a 1 roiw»a«d  roply  to  Con^rHaoMm  Carl 
Vlraou'p  rtfOi’ObC  for  irfoTMtloii  on  cho  U«8«  Air  Fore* 
ihitdantiliao  riyloK  O^Jteta  pro^raa.  Thla  actloa  la 
la  raai'.ontf'*  to  four  latior  to  ao  on  tha  ITFO  au'u4*ot» 
dat«»4  10  July  U?d3«. 

t«  Stro'iuooa  afforta  bf  lUi^or  layboo*  a nolt>atflad 
CFO  liivaatteatora  and  atb«r»  like  hln  to  diaorotflt 
too  Air  F«>rt;e*tt  harullinc  ot  the  (JfO  prn^raa  &ar« 
r«««ultnO  ifi  tvo  i-osi;ra*Miloaal  briofla^  and  atmorooo 
QuarXiTM  for  Iproooatlon  froca  tbo  oaobor.i  ot  CougroM* 
t\tt*  Iti^t  *>rloflug  «4ia  In  Clio  iiv.ianav  of  IftttS  and  tho 
•0CAi<:}  tcoi'  placa  during  cha  wook  of  10  July  1060* 

lattor  i'ri«rfla|;  vns  irlrno  to  aoobera  of  tbo  Aonato 
Vi*aparodattra  Sub-  Coo«lit«ro»  tk«  nmiaa  /-rood  Sorvlnoa 
aab-Coooltfo,  tko  Kouflo  Iraco  and  Aotronantlca  0ub> 

CIA,  aad  rapraaaotattvoo  froo  tko  Offloo 
of  tHo  doerntary  of  tUo  Air  Foroo. 

3.  A lator  affort  of  ilnjor  Koyboo’a  to  luotigato  a 
koarlBC  on  Vlt>*a  by  tho  Br>uao  Bpaco  aaJ  Ancrooautlc 
Coiatttow  daring  tt»  auanaor  of  iVOl  van  anauccooafnl. 
CcogroaoMU'..  Joooph  earth  of  tbla  eoamxttoo  aont  Hr* 
Richard  Pa  Pinoa,  a ataff  ronoultant  to  m to  oolloot 
^ckgronnd  Infersatloo  rogarding  tho  Aar  Foroo*o 
handlicn  of  tho  ;>ro^x/n.  Froo  ki  • Hlnoa*  raport, 
kr,  Kortn  dotorolnod  that  tho  Air  Forco'o  opproacb  to 
tbo  progrni  ona  propor  and  that  Major  Royhoo'a 
chargoo  of  oxabaodling  'ooro  without  graunda#  A copy 
of  Coagroaaoiin  Karth'a  lottor  to  kajor  Koyboe  io 
attachod. 

4a  Btaco  it  la  apporont  from  Hr.  kpolghta*  lottor 
that  Major  Koyboo  and  othora  aro  attowptlug  to  foroo 
furthor  Congroaotonal  hoarlago  o^t  tho  UFO  prograo, 

Ic  id  ay  opinion  that  thla  rathor  long  lottor  to 
Vr«  Vinoos  Io  Juatiflod. 
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pwi^s;, 

f*T^f*  f;t  1. 


im  i thAt  h copy  ot  tbo  l*fO  arttolA  bjr  ]>r«  J, 

‘ll*n  a^neV  ^lich  is  ro  AppMr  in  tbs  osxt  edition  of 
et«e  ln>  •.ttactae^l  tn  Covcrooeean 

VlnHoipM  ls‘for7 
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1.  Ltr  Corl  Vlum,  A 4ul  63. 

9.  Ltr  Cl»oiCbte,  fi  ^ul  03, 

3,  Proposed  reply  to  C.  Tiasovi, 
4»  2 ny  Itr  lep  Uirth  to  MaJ 

Ke>ho(*,  2ft  Aug  61  • 

3.  S C7  eaerpt  Sm  Bccyelopaedta 
Sritoottica* 
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r.n  FrXr  T.  do  Jonclrht^rs 
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T.t  Co7  ftbb<i*ft  T,  FfTspiJ 
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li«  to  

c»to  yA-'  . c<»  s 
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Conr  }lr,  Chr.irnan: 

I rofcr  to  your  lottcr  S July  1053  roquostinc  tho  latout 
Air  Porco  position  on  uniclontlfioj  aorlal  phonouona. 

Tlio  Air  Forco’s  principal  Interest  in  these  cbjocts/phcnci^icaa 
is  in  detoruininfi  if  they  are  in  p.ny  wny  a t^Teat  to  our  national 
flocoi-lty  or  if  they  aro  a eovcnit  of  now  scUatarSc  or  technical 
inforcatioa.  Further,  tho  Air  Force  tn  detorr.ino  tho 

causo  of  each  sightlns  la  ordor  to  al3j*y  anxiety  rosultinc 

4 

iron  an  incident  involvinc  u:ai.doutifi«i:l  awlttl  phonouona. 

Cotter  than  £0  por  cent  of  tho  li-aro  tliau  ?.’i00  caccs  lavosti- 
-cated  since  3947  have  boon  *»f.t;ributod  tii  the  mitsidoatificatloa 
of  such  fa:iiliar  objects  as  balleons,  and^  satollitcs, 

and  such  unfauillar  phor.o^icma  as  parhelia  and  airaecs.  A snail 
perccatajo  of  cases  regains  unidentified  duo,  for  tho  cent  part, 
to  tho  linitecl  nature  of  the  report.  To  date  thoro  has  boon  no 
evidoaco  frea  any  caso  to  indlcato  that  these  objocts/phonor.ona 
are  any  typo  of  spaco  craft  othor  than  earth  catollitos  or  space 
probes  of  tho  Covlot  Onion  or  of  the  United  Etato-;. 

In  tho  United  Etates  thoro  aro  L:oro  than  fifty  private 
unidentified  flying  object  (UFO)  orjanlsatlonc.  Collectively, 
those  oriraalsations  boast  core  than  500,000  netzhorz.  Curing  tho 
1050  Fresidontial  election,  tho  nonbors  of  tlicoo  orcaalsations 
actually  nerainated  thoir  ov/a  candidate  vho  allo^odly  tiirc*i7  Ills 
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cur>;)ort  to  President  Honnocly  durinj  tho  final  hours.  The 
principal  claims  of  thoco  orcanisations  ax’o  that  unidentified 
flyins;  objects  aro  intorplcnotary  space  craft  and  that  tho  Air 
Force  la  r?itlihol0in2'  tho  information, 

Tho  most  active  and  Influontial  of  thess  or^janisatioas  is 
tho  I’ational  Investigation  Cesmittee  on  Aerial  Phenomena  (IIICAP) . 
This  organisation  la  headed  by  Ilajor  Coc5il';l  7/,  Jiiyhoo,  U.S. 

Uarino  Corps  (Rot) • 

inCAP,  through  its  publication  tho  ic.'/eatlcator,''  has 

undo  constant  appeals  to  its  niOBihera  to  liJrLto  to  tlioir  coagross- 
man  roquostins  a hearing  to  S.(JVOSticat«:'»  fte  iVu  !?orci>*s  handling 
of  tho  bFO  pi'ograia.  It  is  our  -opinion  tbiiJ;  thin  appeal  prompted 
- iir,  Speights*  lottor  to  you, 

Rr,  Spoights*  a youth  of  about  19,  written  to  us  on  f.ro 
provioac  occasions  and  has  received  an  ans7/or  to  oach  of  his  two 
lottorc.  From  comparison  of  tho  languago  in  his  pro’'ious  letters 
with  that  in  tho  letter  to  you  it  is  obvious  that  ir,  Speights  ha 
had  assistance  with  tho  majority  of  tho  information  contained  in 
this  most  recent  lottor.  It  is  probable  that  ho  copied  it  from 
some  ITICAP  publication. 

Following  aro  soso  observations  regarding  statements  in 
Rr,  GpoigUts*  letter, 

Tho  Air  Force  has  no  record  of  tho  number  of  attempts  which 
navo  boon  mado  by  our  pilots  to  intercept  UFO*s;  however,  such 


action  is  not  unusual  nor  does  it  prove  that  those  objocts/phe- 


neracua  aro  anythins  other  than  aa  clainod  by  tho  Air  Forco,  The 
Air  Force  attoiipts  to  intercept  any  object  which  in  unidentified 
and  has  proccribod  porforaaaco  pararietorn. 

In  iiany  inataccoa  tho  pilot,  upon  returnins  to  tho  ground, 
realises  that  ho  has  been  attc  :ptina  to  closo  on  couo  cor.r^on 
object  such  as  a planet.  The  case  which  occurred  in  tho 

state  of  ITcw  York  on  8 April  1CC3  \~as  duo  to  tho  uisidcutificstioa 
of  tho  planet  Venus,  Cur  records  roved  that  Captain  Ryan  was 
not  directed  by  tho  Air  Forco  to  invosti^;ato  tho  object  and  that, 
according  to  iiis  own  ctatc.wont,  ho  did  not  doviato  frou  ccurso 
for  this  or  any  other  purposo.  Tho  fact  that  Captain  r.yan  arrived 
at  Cchonoctndy,  his  dostinaticn,  on  schedule  tends  to  cubstaatiato 
tho  claia  that  ho  did  cot  doviato  fi'cn  course, 

4 

Scientists  and  cajincers,  thou:rh  o::port  in  their  o.vn  field , 
can  tosporarily  oisidentify  scuo  object  or  jihoao.aona  thus  report- 
ins  it  as  an  unidontifioj  flyins  object,  Jt  1®,  in  fact,  possible 
for  a scientist  to  to  fooled  b;;  an  occun-eijc  i o.’tosoly  associated 
with  his  specialised  field  aa  •avidonced  k»j  • ai  racpcrlcnce  of  Dr, 
Donald  !I,  lloaaol  of  Harvard,  a aotod  ajs,1;Ton i^ijur.  Dr.  LIcasol  was 
fooled  for  a tiiao  by  tlu>  rofr.Lcted  imc-ipB  13  ff  t'juo  star  Sirius,  This 
cnporioaco  is  rolated  in  Chapijor  IV,  ^ his  forthco-jinii 

bank,  THS  hu-^LD  OF  FbYIKG  E'-TOhS,  puo'l.'.wiiiCil  by  Doutlrday, 

Thoro  aro  sightin:;s  in  the  Air  Faxcc*  (iiss  t7hich  indicate  ball 
licUtnins  or  sono  cinilar  eloctror.agnetlc  phonosoua  as  tho  probablo 
cause.  Duo  to  tho  infrequoat  occurronco  cad  tho  transient  nature 
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o*  ball  lluhtninHi  it  is  inr^cssiblo  to  havo  sood  dccuL;ontcd  reports 
ca  this  phOGoaoaa,  In  r.ost  oi  these  cncas,  v;itnosco3  kavo  reported 
iutcriicronco  v/ith  vchiclo  iLTiitioa,  li£;lits,  radio,  otc.  Cuch  iatcr- 
fcror.co,  if  actually  occurring,  could  bo  duo  to  tho  prosoaco  of  tho 
lliThtnintr  or  to  the  fact  that  tho  v;ituos3  in  hio  o;:citosoat  nay 
accidentally  stall  tho  car,  Socauso  ball  li£;htnin2  usually  occurs 
Icnociiatoly  follov/in:;  a cover©  tliuador  stora,  such  factors  as  v>9t 
ignition,  ataosphoric  static,  etc.,  cay  bo  tho  cause  for  tho  ro.poi’tod 
trouble. 

Tho  Air  Forco  has  tahoa  zoijor  counter  roadincjs  isncdlatcly 
aftor  citrhtincs  but  has  yet  to  find  r.ay  roadinss  which  vary  sig- 
nificantly fron  tii©  nornRi  bac'..„rouud  of  "ho  area  tooted. 

T-adar  sishtlnss  aro  often  supported  by  *.  istu'.l  sigbtinirs  boccuco 
tho  can©  atnosphoric  conditioiut  v/hich  prod.ic  '.•j.4ua.*t  ancaalios  nay 
also  effect  radar. 

It  is  Air  Forca  policy  to  provide  c.ii'Jiri.  witli  iaforaation 

ro^ardins  UFO  oic'htlngs  which  roach  nat.'UiUUt  pruninoac©  and  to 
provide  lnfor:;:atiOQ  to  individuals  in  oiixc to  their  cnocific 

Further,  the  non.*  d'dltion  of  thit  IC .(.cyclopaedia  Ihritannica 
will  carry  an  article  on  unidentified  flyl "i  objects.  This  article, 
approved  by  the  Air  Forco,  was  prepared  by  Dr,  J.  Allen  nyseh, 
Chalruan  of  tho  Dapartaont  of  Astroaosy  ns  l.'orthwcstcra  University, 
v.’ho  has  served  as  Air  Forco  consultant  to  th©  UFO  prosraa  sine© 

In  order  that  the  public  be  provided  with  as  nuch  iaforuatlou 


as  pcssiblo,  every  effort  is  nado  to  beep  LxO  cishtinss  unclassified 


Cupportins  iniornatiou  indicatoa  tho  clacsification  of  a cicl'-tlns 
and  not  tho  citjhtins  itcolf*  Cfnco  1050,  124  caoea  o-.  2167  ai*e 
clacaificd  and  only  4 of  tlio  63  unldoutif led  caceo  for  thia  paried 
nro  claaoified, 

Tho  nup.bar  of  foroigu  roporta  tlir.t  havo  cor.o  to  our  attontion 
do  not  differ  aoacurably  frosi  tlioa©  ori"inatinc  in  tho  U*£,  aoithor 
in  tho  preccatatioa  of  tho  data  nor  in  tho  detorninod  probable 
caaco, 

Tho  Air  Force  hca  no  l:no'.;lcd:;o  of  a 1043  docunont  by  ATIC 
which  Etatos  that  CFO's  aro  intorplaiiotary  cpaco  chips,  Cno  of 

I 

tho  oriclnal  docuuontc  octablishini;  tho  project  etates  that  an 
objoctlvo  would  bo  to  deterraiuo  if  any  ovidonco  froa  sichtinss 
cusr;osts  that  UFO's  aro  of  iufcurplanotary  orlfpin.  It  is  pccciblo 
that  tho  Koanias  of  this  docaaiont  wac  Tho  Air 

Forco's  open  nindod  attitude  tfitill  por a fiai;!i  irr^ostigators 
and  analysts  havo  no  px^oconcoivod  noti.<M3  fan  to  tho  cause  for  a 

sichtiac  bat  rather  fora  their  conclciiJtC'aiL.  trcMi  tho  cvidocce, 

0 

To  dato  no  ovidonce  has  been  found  to  Tinml  us  to  even  cacpcct  that 

- these  objects  aro  intorplaa jtary  space 

« 

Unidoatified  aerial  phcnoaioaa  cc-mjtiti, te  only  a part  of 
tho  uoico  which  oar  dofonso  detoctiou  systems  nust  take  into  account 
in  pt-ovoatinc  accidontal  war.  Scientific  studies  too  oatoacivo 
to  bo  discussed  hero,  ax’c  fcoini,*  conducted  to  dotornino  tho  o::tent 
and  nature  of  this  noiso  for  intogration  into  our  dofensivo  not- 
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It  is  hoped  that  thic  laforar.tion  ;jill  ot  year 

quoctioaa  roi'ordins  tho  Air  l^crce'a  DoltJfdri  i f J.ed  Aerial  Piio- 
no=:cua  Trojiraa.  u‘o  stand  I’oiuly  to  give.-  f;jv!  shy  fui»1;hor  coopora- 


tlon  Tvhich  you  dooai  necessary 
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Joceph  E.  Karth 

4tli  District,  Minnesota 


COI7SEESS  OF  UlilTED  S2A.TES 
HOUSE  OF  EEPEESEIJIA^nVES 
Washington,  D.  C« 

August  28,  1981 
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Cormaittce  on 
Science  and  Astronautics 
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tojor  Donald  E.  Keyhoe 
U.S.M.C.  (Ret.) 

Director,  ICTCAP 

1526  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 

WasMngton,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir: 

I have  read  vith  interest  tlie  copy  of  yc..r  letter  to  Chairman 
Overton  Brooks  including  suggested  "hearing  plans." 

Perhaps  I have  been  misled  in  this  vhole  business  of  UFO, 

However,  it  was  my  belief  that  you,  your  organisation  and  others  like 
it,  actually  had  proof  that  UFO's  did  in  fact  eJist  and  that  you  would 
be  prepared  to  prove  this  diulng  the  course  of  the  hearing.  And  further 
that  UFO's  were  not  merely  the  result  of  space  or  atmospheric  phenomena, 
but  actualiy  •were  craft  (of  sorts)  from  o'ther  planets. 

I ■\-ra.s  sadly  disappointed  as  I read  youx  proposed  plan,  suggestions 
and  •viewpoints.  I cannot  help  but  feel  after  so  reading,  •that  your 
primary  if  not  sole  objective,  is  to  'be-little',  'def2ime',  'ridicule* 
(•id-th  •the  least  possible  publicity,  you  say)  and  thereby  caiase  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  embarrassment  unless  -they  bare  to  you  and  others,  all  infoima- 
tion  you  seek,  including  such  informa-tion  -that  may  •well  involve  our 
Nation's  secuil'ty.  I too  an  opposed  to  unnecessary  secrecy.  However, 
unnecessary  or  un^varranted  secrecy  is  nothing  more  -than  a matter  of 
opinion.  And  so  even  •though  you  end  I are  opposed  to  such,  ve  nay  well 
disagree  on  extent  and  content.  As  a former  mili-tary  officer,  you  in 
your  Judgment  and  knowing  all  the  facts,  in  all  probability  withheld 
from  the  public,  knowledge  I •would  not  have  considered  "secret."  I re- 
peat - I have  opposed  and  will  con-tinue  to  oppose  unwarranted  secrecy. 

At  the  same  time  I •will  not  support  a proposition  smelling  of  sour 
grapes  in  disguise. 

Your  letter  to  Chairman  Brooks  (including  your  proposed  plan) 
concerned  itself  almost  to-tally,  in  my  opinion,  wi'ai  evident  dislike 
and  calicious  in'tent  toward  a great  branch  of  •the  ailitr.ry.  In  fact 
it  sounded  to  me  like  no^thing  core  than  cheap  service  ri^valry.  Now  I 
hasten  to  add  that  I could  be  wrong,  but  I have  read  cany  plans  and 
proposals  in  my  day  and  must  say  I recognize  a lit-tle  prejudice  and/or 
dislike  when  I see  it.  If  you  are  not  in  a position  to  "make  a good 
case"  that  UFO's  are  some  kind  of  foreign  craft.  I'm  not  even  interested 
in  holding  hearings.  This  I thought  to  be  your  puipose.  Certainly  I'm 


Of 
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not  interested  in  listening  to  headline  aaklng  accusations  (pra-nptcd 
it  seems  by  past  gripes)  in  open  debate  between  you  and  the  Air  Force. 

It  was  my  every  intention  to  have  the  Air  Force  and  orgunizations 
of  good  repute,  testify  on  different  days  so  as  to  get  all  the  facts. 
This  is  the  custom  and  the  protocol  of  Congressional  hearings.  And  I 
might  cay  - I'm  not  worried  about  public  alarm  - I'm  much  more  concerned 
about  grandstand  acts  of  a rabble  rousting  nature  ■vdierc  accusations  may 
be  made  THAT  COTJLDII'  BE  ANSWERED  BY  AIIYOIE  - the  Air  Force  or  NICAP. 

It's  apropos  to  point  out  that  under  your  plan  you  wouldn't  be  answering 
many  questions  if  any  - you'd  Just  be  asking  then.  Ar.yone  can  make 
someone  else  look  bad  under  these  conditions,  and  I ^ not  a captive  of 
the  Air  Force,  I assure  you. 


As  I have  said,  I suffered  extreme  disappointment  as  I read  your 
plan.  Talk  about  secrecyJ  In  paragraph  A of  your  letter  to  Chairman 
Brooks  you  propose  "the  Air  Force  representatives  will  be  directed  by 
the  subcommittee  to  answer  all  of  IIICAP  officials'  questions  in  regard 
to  specific  UFO  sighting,  reports  and  to  all  phases  of  the  Air  Force 
investigation." 


However,  in  paragraph  B of  the  same  letter  you  propose  "...and 
the  NICAP  representatives  vill  answer  full,  except  for  revealing  names 
and  certain  details  of  a fevr  reports  given  to  ICTCAP  confidentially." 
(Emphasis  added) . What  kind  of  honesty,  forthrightness  and Ihi mess 
is  that?  You  demand  that  a military  service  of  this  nation  is  to 
divulge  everything  to  you,  BUT  YOU  IH  TURI?  cannot  give  "certain  details" 
because  it  is  confidential  (secret)?  Oh,  yes,  I have  also  read 
paragraph  C of  your  proposals  ("It  is  also  agreed  that  the  Air  Force 
may  withhold  names  similarly,  where  witnesses  Insisted  on  this,  and 
also,  such  minor  items  as  classified  radar  techniques,  aircraft  speeds 
and  other  relatively  unimportant  points  not  bearing  on  this  rain  ques- 
tions at  issue.)  (Emphasis  added). 


Personally  I don"t  feel  I need  to  elaborate  on  the  generosity 
equivocated  by  your  language  in  paragraph  C.  However,  no  one  interested 
in  Justice  could  refrain  completely.  First  of  all,  what  witness  honestly 
interested  in  the  security  of  his  nation,  is  going  to  insist  to  the  Air 
Force  he  remain  anonymous?  (Or  to  your  organization  for  that  ratter). 
Secondly,  you  generously  grant  the  Air  Force  the  privilege  of  withholding 
"relatively  unimportant  points  not  hearing  on  the  main  questions  at 
issue."  Very  generous,  indeed.  If  you  have  inforination  wliich  tlie 
Air  Force  is  keeping  secret,  but  does  not  involve  national  security,  I 
suggest  you  release  it  to  the  nevrspapers.  They'll  love  it. 


Honestly  and  sincerely,  I make  this  confession;before  I had 
received  copies  of  your  letter  (and  terms)  to  Chairman  Brooks,  I was 
vitally  concerned  and  interested  in  what  positive  and  factual  informa- 
tion you  had  on  UFO's  and  the  assistance  you  might  give  to  the  Committee. 
You  dispelled  any  hopes  I had  relative  thereto  in  the  language  heretofore 
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cited.  I also  could  not  overlook  your  ^nisuaGe  on  page  three:  "The 

chief  concern  of  mcAP  Board  nernbers  and  officio if-  the  increasing 
secrecy  dangers  - NOT,  at  Idns  tirr.e,  final  co:u'  ^oi.ons  about  the 
UFO's.  Undoubtedly,  I have  been  nisinfoiicec.  on  tue  purpose  of 
KICAP.  I ■was  erronously  led  believe  you  had  factual  evidence 
of  soT-e  kind  about  UFO's 

If  I have  anything  to  say  about  it,  ycur  -ter-wj,  conciitions  and 
suggestions  will  notbe  accepted. 


Very  truT^'-  yovrs, 


Joseph  S.  ■.■?«»  rt.i  I 

cc:  Hon.  Overton  Brooks,  Chairaan 

Hon.  John  McConnack,  I-iaJority  Leader 
Subconmittee  members 
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the  larffc  upper  tusks  almost  sujtecst  the  earliest  proboscidean 
types  but  the  most  remarkable  peculiarity  is  fouad  in  the  molar 
teeth,  each  of  which  consists  of  a closely  packed  cluster  of  cylin- 
drical columns  of  circular  crobs-section. 

Tcrissodactyla. — S<’r  Perissodactyla. 

Artioductyla. — 'i‘he  Artiodactyla  may  bo  an  offshoot  of  some 
forerunner  of  the  mcsonychid  family  of  the  creodonts.  while  the 
Pcrbsudactyla  may  be  related  remotely  to  the  Cretaceous  ancestors 
of  the  coudylarths. 

Recent  studies  by  Miss  H.  S.  Pearson  on  the  skull  structure 
of  the  earliot  artiodaclyls  have  revealed  that  at  a very  early 
date  the  order  was  already  subdivided  into  two  scrio,  one  the 
nnusloid  series,  in  which  the  mastoid  rej^ion  of  the  periotic  bone 
was  completely  covered  by  the  squamoal  and  adjacent  elements 
(as  in  the  suines  and  their  extinct  relatives e and  the  oilier,  the 
mas tuid  senes,  in  w'hich  the  mastoid  >vas  well  cx;x)sed  on  the  outer 
bide,  as  in  the  Eocene  Dichubunidac  and  all  the  ruminant  artio- 
dactyU.  Siw  also  Artiooactyl. 

Umuo<;RAi*iiY, — W.  U.  Flower  and  U.  Lydckkcr.  .Utjiwjwe/),  Livi»^ 
and  Extinct  USVl);  H.  F.  Osborn,  The  of  Mamniuis  UOiOi  : 
\V.  ii.  Scott,  I/istory  of  the  Land  Mammals  in  the  Uemispntre 

U9J7)<  \V.  K.  Gregory.  Bull.  Amcr.  Mui.  Xat.  II ht.  (19 JO/;  C,  G. 
Simpson,  Bull.  Anu-r.  Mus.  Sat.  Jiisi.,  vi>l,  SS  UQ4oX 

i\V-  K-  G.;  X.) 

UNICORN,  a fal»ulous  beast,  usually  having  the  head  and 
body  of  a horse,  the  hind  le^'s  of  an  antelope,  the  lull  of  a lion 
(.sometimes  horbe’s  tail),  sometimub  the  beard  uf  a (;oai,  ami  as  its 
chief  feature  a Ion;;,  bharp.  twibted  horn,  similar  to  the  narw^haPs 
tUbk,  set  in  the  middle  of  its  foreliead.  The  earliest  de.>criplion  is 
that  of  Ctebias.  who  btates  that  there  were  in  India  w*hilc  wild 
asses  celebrated  for  their  licet  ness  of  foot, 'having  on  the  forehead 
a horn  a cubit  and  a half  in  length,  coloured  w‘hitc.  red  and  black; 
from  the  horn  were  made  drinking  cups  which  w'crc  a preventive 
of  ;H)isoning.  Aribiolle  mentions  two  one-horned  animalb,  ihc 
oryx,  a kind  of  antelofie.  and  'the  bO-cailcd  Indian  ass.'*  In  Komar, 
timob  Pliny  mentions  the  oryx,  the  Indian  ans.  and  an  Indian  ox 
as  one-horned;  Aclian.  quoting  Ctesias.  a<;db  that  India  prodijccs 
also  a one -horned  horse  and  says  that  tlu*  .Mono  '^roi  wn.^  .‘orre* 
times  called  Carcdzosion,  posbibiy  a form  oi  the  Arabic 
rhinoceros. 

The  medieval  conception  of  the  unuorn  as  posscb^in;.  .*r<at 
strength  and  fierceness  is  perhapb  due  u»  the  fact  that  in  o ru..n 
pasbagcb  of  the  Old  Testament  the  Hebrew  word  k\  in,  n<»w  '.ran  »- 
Jated  in  the  Revised  Version  ‘Avild  ox.’*  was  lran^lat(:d  *ai  the 
Scptuaginl  monoccroSf  in  the  Vulgate  utiico^nis  or  rhinp:*:^: . and 
in  the  Aulliori^ed  Version  •‘unicorn/*  Ihougn  in  Deut.  XKxii.  17  it 
obviously  reiers  to  a two-horned  animal.  Isii.orc  xii,  3.  I.*  urlls 
huw'  the  unicorn  had  been  known  to  worst  the  cle[)hant  in  C'lmbai. 

As  a decoration  on  drinking  cups,  il  ^yn:bol^4ed  the  an:i>M  t be- 
lief in  (he  ctVicacy  of  the  unicorns  hetn  against  poison.  w;..di  in 
England  reiiuincd,  even  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  though  ^ir  E. 
Aij  La-  k'  -n*.'  r.u*nrion<  that  a cup  made  of  rlunoccro.  oi.rn  was 
then  handed  over  to  the  Royal  society  for  ox|>eriment  wich  the  re- 
sult of  entirely  disproving  the  superstition. 

In  the  court  ceremonial  of  France  as  late  as  17S9  instruments  of 
“unicorn's*’  horn  were  still  used  for  lc:^ting  the  royal  food  for 
poison. 

in  heraldry  the  unicorn  was  .sometimes  used  as  a device  fa»t. 
Hlkau)ky>.  but  oftener  as  a supporter,  and  subsib's  in  modern 
limes  as  the  left-hand  support  of  the  royal  arms.  This  pobit'.un 
it  asbumed  at  the  Union,  the  Scottish  royal  arms  having  li.-en 
supported  by  two  unicorns.  When  the  unicorn  became  a sup- 
porter of  the  royal  anus  both  of  England  and  Scotland,  a rdyaJ 
crown  w.iv  added  on  the  head  of  the  unicorn,  in  addition  to  the 
crown  ^vilh  chain  and  ring  round  its  neck,  but  thib  crown  wa»  re- 
moved after  the  Hanoverian  succession.  In  England  after  the 
L'nicm  the  unicorn  became  the  left-hand  supj»orler.  but  in  Scoi- 
laml.  lalt*  a^  IT(>6.  it  w*as  still  put  on  the  right. 

UNICORN  PLANT  ( Probosauca  jussU-utK  a North 
.American  plant  of  the  fami!;  Mariyniaceae,  called  aKo  proliob- 
cis  dower  and  eJevUVdaw'.  native  from  Indiana  to  New  Me.tico  and 
si>uthv>ard  to  Mexico,  cultivated  for  its  abundant  foliage.  |>ecul- 
iarly  si  taped  dow'crs  and  oddly  formed  fruiting  pods.  It  is  a 
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coarse,  sticky-hairy,  half -pros- 
trate annual,  with  thick,  rii  mded 
leaves;  large  violet  or  )ur;jlc 
dowers,  in.  long:  and  aang- 
ing,  liornlike.  woody  jhmIs  vsith 
a thick  hin\y  3 in.  to  4 in. 
long,  ending  in  a curved  be.ik  of 
ctjual  or  greater  Icngtlj,  When 
dry.  .the  beak  .split.*,  into  two 
op]Hj-»ed  hok^klike  ur  cl.iwlike  ap- 
pendage^ 

UNIDENTIFIED  FLY- 
ING OBJECT  (UFO),  in 
military  (/arlance.  means  any 
aerial  object  that  fails  to  ulciUify 
itself  to.  or  to  be  identilled  by, 
traitu'<l  ground  orair-burne  crews 
using  visual  or  elccir«mic  detec- 
tion methodb.  Since  1‘J47.  owing 
to  a sequence  of  bi/.;i*re  circum- 
stances, L’FO  has  bcC(  me  an  om- 
nibus term  connoting  any  object  or  optical  phenomen)n.  usually 
aerial,  th.-u  the  observer  cannot  readily  exjdain.  UFO  frequently 
is  used  imerchangeably  with  “flying  jeiuccr,"  a term  coined  in  l'/47 
as  a result  of  the  rejxirled  sighting  by  a civili.in  pilot.  Kenneth 
Arnold,  of  .i  series  of  disk-like  oljjectb  over  the  mount  a n ridges  in 
the  viiinity  of  Mt.  Rainier,  Washington.  .As  u result  the  wade 
puldicUy  given  to  this  bight ing.  there  followed  a wave  of  reports 
uf  unidentified  objects  by  observers  in  various  part.s  of  the  U.S., 
as  well  as  in  other  countries. 
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First  regarded  t*y  :nany  as  a bixarre,  j*eculi;»riy  American  p-y- 
chologicai  phenomenon  llial  would  quickly  fade  away,  the  UFO 
instead  showed  an  amazing  tenacity  over  more  than  a do/en  years, 
and  the  U.S.  air  force  was  officially  charged  with  invc-tig.*ling  the 
rejHi:  Of  ter  fevora)  reports  were  made  to  the  air  force  in  tmo 

day,  anc  rtqjo.-r.  ea  e a’so  fnen  i>jncc.  Great  Uritain  and  ot!;er 

i.  it  V,  'U  c-  taken  of  the  bnulier  .irca  -#f 
1 .*  g i i:i  r pcr.'rntiigc  of  cloudy  wcatlicr  tliey 


■t, 

iC 


countries  J n*..*  •' 
of  the  co:r.i  ; 
cxj/cricm.c  I . 
more  frupi'-r. 

The  Ulrj 
l)cing  ir  ‘M*  i 
the  pubiii  :•»  *. 
to  straui . • : . 
come:  w .•  • i 

it  wouM  Is  I'l ; 
thobo  (..ic}  * . 

rcsjK'C  s i . ini.  \ 
rescan  h lu  d i 
or  uriifi.  *.  a c 
ni&'iblj  I.  I.-  * 

It  i • * » i 


^ U 


I.-  "i<r  square  mile  \kt  day*'  often  were 
•ar  n .he  U S. 

. ' * regard  *d  as  something  that  came  into 
^ he  phenomenon  burst  suddenly  ujnin 
- * 1 1 ui  yiar.  History  is  full  of  reference:? 
' a«r  'ky  In  ancient  and  medieval  tmies  a 
*.r  ;-;rrify.r.g  sight,  as  was  an  aurora,  and 

* • f >.iy  whether  the  luUcrn  of  .sighting?*  in 

s :r  the  30th  ceiUury.  Certainly,  in  -*>me 
' j.”)  dilfvvni.  There  were  no  “sky-bink*' 

. » t;q»es  of  aircraft  or  rc-enicring  mis^ges 

- .*•  rornd.  tnough  descril>cd  in  terms  recug- 

• >i  ni  legarJe.l  a«  ' true  viNiiatirm. 

! (\  it  there  were  rr.anv  UFU  s in  those  limes. 


many  s.»  ire  rJghtin^s  in  the  sky;  hut  .since  comnnmi- 

c.atitm  1 . u.-..  r:« ‘ird-kee])ing  almost  nonexistent,  .such 

sight ifigs  U'Carr.e  [«art  of  the  underbrush  of  local  folklore  and  old 
wives'  tales.  Certainly,  in  limes  when  people  believed  that  a 
w'oman  could  give  birth  to  dogs  and  pig<.  (hat  w'itches  could  Icvilate 
and  f«y  about,  and  when  xredulity  ran  high,  it  would  l)c  not  at  all 
surtulsing  to  ftmla  similarly  uncritic.al  altitude  toward  ordinary— 
and  today  well- under '•lood—aenal  ^ phenomena. 

Kc|M>ris  sXTiKV  the  birth  of  the  “modern'*  UFO  in  1947  generally 
occurred  in  waves,  but  on  the  average,  during  the  j>cri*Mi  of  the 
U.S.  air  force  study,  tliey  numbered  more  than  one  a day.  If 
consideraiiun  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  many  re;ioried  sighjing' 
were  not  made  through  official  cnannei.'^.  but  to  newspapers  ami 
to  civilian  groups  intcrcbted  in  the  phenomena,  the  rate  of  obser- 
vations may  have  l>ccn  as  high  as  two  or  three  a day  in  the 
over  a jKtriod  of  a dozen  years.  France,  Italy,  England  and  a 
number  of  Latin  American  countries  also  cx;icrienced  minor  waves 
of  UFO  re;>orts. 

The  steady  stream  of  sightings  became  a cause  for  concern  to 
the  air  force,  and  detailed  investigations  were  made  to  discover 
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reaM/n.<  fur  sucli  reports.  The  objectives  were  to  fielenr.inc  • :) 
whctlicr  the  reported  UFO’s  constituted  a threat;  ^2  . whether  the 
phcru*n;cna  had  any  intrinaic  scientific  value;  and  (3'i  wh:.:  mle 
UFO's  play  as  a factor  in  the  sky  sar\’tilIaiKc  pjoeK’ir,. 

It  was  concluded  after  the  many  years  of  investigation  ih;r  'U 
the  phenomena  here  no  hostile  purport  and  did  not  con-ih..ri'  a 
security  threat;  > 2i  there  wa.s  no  compering  rca.'cm  to  bcluv.*  *h:.t 
the  ^rreat  majority  of  sightings  arose  fr<im  anythin*^  yfhci  ih:n 
misiJcntification  of  natural  objects  and  phenomena,  and  :!•*.:  the 
real  cause  of  these  sightings  generally  hy  in  the  conditions  under 
which  an  object  or  phenomenon  was  seen;  and  »3  / the  c*:ri*  nued 
evaluation  of  UFO  reports  is  of  scientilk  value,  especially  .u  rela- 
tion to  the  military  sky  surveillance  problem. 

It  w;is  established  that  many  sightings  arose  from  soiiu.^  star- 
tling natural  objects  for  the  first  time;  s'cry  bright  mueors^ 
high-altitude  scientific  balloons  (which  cm  attain  high  dority 
when  caught  in  the  jet  stream;  and  c^jxrcially  distant  ie:‘f.s:rul 
-V  f^hjerts  seen  under  such  unusual  metcorolu^.csl  condi- 

tions a»  thuLc  that  produce  milages,  which  ran  distort*  displace 
and  animate  objects  detected  visually  or  by  radar.  Such  r-.ftcoro- 
logical  conditions,  some  thoroughly  understood  ^ mirages*  j and 
some  pooriy  understood  (ball  lightning),  can  easily  cause  even 
an  experienced  obserN'cr  to  ascribe  what  he  sees  to  a tangible, 
nearby.  5*eIf-projw!lcd  object. 

Indeed,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising,  with  so  many  more  people 
turning  their  attention  skyward,  that  many  fincludmg  the  scien- 
tifically trained;  are  confronted  with  an  aerial  phenomenon  they 
cannot  readily  explain. 

N'irlually  all  the  reports  received  by  the  air  force  were  highly 
subjective,  lacking  such  verification  as  pictures,  material  frag- 
ments. 5]>ectroscopic  analy.ris  of  lights  seen  or  precise  technical 
data  on  trajectories,  distances,  accelerations,  etc.  .*\s  the  investi- 
gation progressed,  it  became  clear  that  most  reports  could  be  cor- 
related with  the  appearance  of  aircraft,  birds,  celestial  objects* 
balloons,  etc.,  under  special  conditions,  and  the  number  of  unex- 
plained cases  fell  from  an  early  value  of  more  than  lOSc  to  as 
little  as  2^'t  or  S^/c.  It  was  readily  admitted  that  ihi.s  small  resi- 
due— cs  reported — defied  logical  explanation.  For  none  of  the 
cxtraordinar>'  ‘‘unknowns,”  however,  were  there  scientific  data  on 
which  to  budC  valid,  definitive  investigations. 

The  early  difficulties  in  coming  to  grips  with  the  successive 
waves  of  fightings*  coupled  with  concern  that  UFO  re;>ori>.  often 
made  by  pilots,  might  constitute  a threat  to  military  security  fand 
the  consequent,  unfortunate  air  of  secrecy  im^wsed  in  the  early 
years  of  UFO  reports),  had  an  electrifying  effect  on  the  imagina- 
tions and  emotions  of  a surprisingly  large  number  of  people,  it 
it'd  to  an  inordinate  interest  in  UFO’s  and  a logical.  aU>c.t  scien- 
tifically un^u;Jported  thcor>'  o:  UFO’s,  encouraged  by  the  real  pos- 
sibility of  life  elsewhere  in  the  universe,  as  well  as  by  a 5irong, 
often  unconscious,  desire  on  the  part  of  many  people  to  believe  in 
the  probability  of  visitors  from  outer  space. 

This  theory  of  UFO's,  with  its  strong  quasi-rehgious  emotional 
appeal,  holds  it  not  only  logical  to  assume  that  other  intcilieent 
beings  exist  in  the  n.ntural  universe,  but  that  superior  cxiraicrrcs- 
irial  civilizations  might  visit  here  periodically,  as  if  to  make  peri- 
odic checks  on  a tribe  of  aborigines. u The  theory  is  seen  to  have 
support  throughout  histor>'  in  accounts  of  strange  api>aritions  in 
the  sky.  suggesting  to  some  that  the  earth  could  have  been  visited 
many  times  in  the  past.  Some  believe  such  visits  became  more 
frequent  as  atomic  and  hydrogen  bom’os  increased  extraterrestrial 
concern. 

In  the  face  of  continued  lack  of  empirical  evidence,  persistent 


nctenipts  tu  link  UFu  rejioris  will)  vi<itatit»n:^  from  >p;iCe  merit 
bono-p'vchulogiv.il  >tudy. 

It  is  am;jly  evident  that  UFO>  and  “living  >.iurr*s*'  as 

n ports.  'Fhis  has  k-d  to  the  quip  that  LTO’>  :ire  any  ..  Ti.d  >igiit- 
ings  that  remain  une.xplnined  long  enough  !ut  the  pre;  unit  ion  of 
written  reports  .ilx)ui  them.  It  is  the  problem  of  the  seriou>  in- 
vestigator to  pfol.c  for  stimuli  that  give  ri^c  to  the  report.'. 

U.S.  air  force  investigators  long  rec<»g:i;4ed  that  most  origina- 
tors of  UFO  reports  arc  sincere,  interested  in  the  wehVrc  and  se- 
curity of  their  country  and  honestly  ptuzled  hy  the  >ighting>  they 
rc|)ori.  Their  f.-'cquent  readiness  to  ascribe  a UFU  to  ext  rater- 
rc'i;. .!  Htarcc,<  *.heir  cmoLional  attncHmcnl  to  chi^  exidanation  and 
iheir  rek'Cinfc  to  ' ke  .n;.*  ac  ount  the  failure  of  continuous  and 
extcn'iv<'  ‘.irv.'.l ; • f / *n  o^^<r^'er^  u>  produce  such  sight- 

incs  is  unrea'i<«r*.ible  that  sp.acccraft  sh(»uld 

M;‘  i-el  •!  * tval  observers  ^s•hilc  craftily  avoiding 

o.»>:  vers. 

. c.t  recogn.red  that  knowledge  of  thi*  uni- 
is  • ^ our  uuao>phcre  is  .-till  imperfect.  UFO 
laev  continue,  will  merit  serious  study  and 
•1  >1  o.ily  In  phy.'k.il  knowledge  but  in  the 
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ind  i:  t*ai«*  were  achieved,  all  the  fund.’v- 
n:-  would  *5c  described  by  the  geometry  of 
c.i>  iv  ho|>ec  that  a unified  field  theory  would 
overcome  certain  dimculties  in  electromagnetism  and  atomic 
lhcor>*;  . in  classical  electromagnetism  there  is  no  explanation 
of  huw'  elements  of  like  charge,  w'hich  must  repel  each  other,  can 
cohere  to  form  ar.  electron  or  other  fundamental  charged  particle; 
and  T.  atomic  theory  the  occurrence  of  probability  as  a fundamen- 
tal notion  was  thought  unsaiisfacvory.  e •specially  by  Albert  Ein- 
s'.ein  and  Erwin  Schrodinger.  There  was  also  a more  philosophical 
reason.  Physical  reality  is  sup;»osed  to  consist  of  particles  of 
matlcr  and  fields  of  force.  Einstein  believed  that  it  should  be 
possible  to  eliminate  the  notion  of  a particle  and  to  represent  the 
whole  of  physical  reality  fay  means  of  a field,  so  that  maacr  be- 
comes noihing  more  than  a region  of  high  field  intensity. 

General  rclrtivity  is  a highly  developed  field  theory  which 
still  contains  the  idea  of  a particle  because  there  are  regions  of 
space  time  where  the  field  equations  break  down,  and  these  "sin- 
gular regions’*  must  be  supposed  to  represent  particles.  In  an  en- 
tirely successful  field  theor>'  there  would  be  no  singular  regions, 
and  every  physical  situation  would  be  completely  described  by 
the  field  alone. 

Of  the  many  unsuccessful  unified  field  theoricd  put  forw*ard  there 
were  three  main  t>*pcs.  The  gauge-invariant  gcomctiy  of  Her- 
mann Wey!  i 1916  > extended  the  class  of  transformations  to  whic’n 
the  gco.mctrica!  quantities  characterizing  5j>ace  time  must  be  in- 
variant: he  could  thus  introduce  four  quantities  identifiable  with 
the  potentials  in  cla!4»ical  electromagnetism.  This  theory  is  un- 
suitable hecau.M;  it  leads  to  field  equations  of  the  fourth  differential 
order,  whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  correct  equa- 
tions are  of  the  second  order.  The  second  important  class  of 
theories,  stemming  from  work  of  T.  Kaluza  1 1921  u are  iho.^e 
using  five-dimca>ior.al  spaces,  and  although  ih*-'  achkwed  a formal 
unification  of  the  fields,  they  did  not  solve  any  outstanding 
cal  problems  nor  lead  to  important  new  ideas  of  physical  signifi- 
cance. The  generalized  theory  of  gravitation,  or  nonsymmeiric 
unified  field  thcor>*,  was  independently  developed  fay  Ein^le‘ 
(1945)  and  by  Schrbdingcr  (1943).  In  this  the  lundimenta. 
tenser  of  general  relit i\*ity  is  allowed  to  be  non&yn metric, 
which  introduces  in  aiuisymmeiric  tensor  of  the  second  rsnk  pre- 
sumably identifiable  with  the  electromagnetic  field  variables.  The 
investigations  of  the  theory  seem  to  show  that  it  does  nc  i agree 
with  experiment  since  it  does  not  predict  correctly  the  0)^ervcd 
motion  of  charged  particles  in  an  electromagnetic  field.  H )wevcr, 
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Congressional  Correspondence  on  the  U.S. 
Congressman  Carl  Vinson 


Col  : 

de  Jonckheere ! 7^11 
Air  Force  UFO  Program, 


1.  Congressional  correspondence  on  UFO’s  received  by  this  Deputy  is 
routine;  however,  1 believe  that  this  letter  to  AFNIN  from  Congress- 
man Carl  Vinson  requires  your  personal  attention  since  it  suggests  the 
possibility  of  a Congressional  hearing. 


2.  There  have  been  two  Congressional 
in  the  summer  of  1958  and  the  other  in 
the  summer  of  1961,  we  were  successful 
briefing  Mr.  Richard  P.  Hines,  a staff 
Astronautics  Committee,  on  our  method 
our  findings.  Mr.  Hines  was  visiting 
matlon  on  the  program  for  Congressman 
committee.  As  a result  of  Mr.  Hines' 
to  Chairman  Overton  Brooks  that  there 


briefings  on  the  program,  one 
I the  summer  of  1960.  During 
in  preventing  a hearing  by 
member  of  the  House  Space  and 
of  handling  the  program  and 
FTD  to  gather  background  infor 
Joseph  Karth,  a member  of  the 
report,  Mr,  Karth  recommended 
be  no  hearings. 


3.  Earlier  this  year  an  article  on  unidentified  flying  objects  was 
prepared  for  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  by  Dr.  J.  Allen  Hynek  of 
Northwestern  University,  consultant  to'our  UFO  program,  and  Lt  Col 
Robert  J.  Friend.  Mr,  A.  Francis  Arcler  made  many  suggestions  and 
approved  the  final  article  which  is  to  appear  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica.  Mr.  Arcler  decided  that  the  article 
should  be  prepared  by  Dr.  Hynek  to  prevent  unnecessary  publicity  for 
FTD  and  to  gain  the  prestige  which  Dr.  Hynek 's  name  carries.  1 
suggested  to  AFNIN  that  a copy  of  this  article  be  attached  to  the 
letter  to  Mr,  Vinson. 

4.  If  you  approve  my  proposed  reply  to  Congressman  Vinson,  I will 
send  information  copies  to  SAFOl  and  to  AFSC(SCFA), 

5.  The  background  section  of  this  folder  contains  the  following: 

a.  AFNIN  letter  to  FTD 

b.  Copies  of  the  documents  which  established  the  UFO  project 

c.  Documents  related  to  Mr,  Hines'  visit  to  FTD 

d.  Congressman  Earth's  letter  to  Major  Keyhoe 

e.  UFO  article  which  will  appear  in  Encyclopaedia  Britannica 

6.  If  you  desire  any  further  information,  Lt  Col  Friend  and  I will 
be  available. 


Do  not  forward  to  Command  Section  until  this  block  has  been  signed  and  dated  by  the  appropriate  OPI.  This  block,  when  signed, 
signifies  completed  coordination  and  that  the  OPI  ia  aware  of  concurrence,  non*concuirence  and  either  resolution  of  difference  or 
why  the  non^canMnence  should  be  overridden. 
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FDEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
HEADQUARTEBS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
WASHINGTON  3S,  O.C. 


»6HY  to 
ATTN  Of 


AFNIN 


suwto  Unidentified  Flying  Objects 


TO.  Commander 
FTD 

Wright-Patterson  AFB  Ohio 


I 0 v'l'L  i::.3 


1.  The  attached  correspondence  is  forwarded  for  the  preparation  of  a 
draft  of  a proposed  reply  to  Honorable  Carl  Vinson. 


2.  Also  attached  for  your  investigation  and  analysis  is  a letter  from 
John  P.  Speights  relative  to  unidentified  flying  objects. 


3.  The  suspense  to  AFNIN  must  be  by  21  July  1963. 


FOR  THE  CmEF  OF  STAFF 


2 Atch 

1.  Ltr  Carl  Vinson,  July  8 

2.  Ltr  John  P.  Speights,  July  2 


DONALD  M.  DESSERT 
LTCOL,  USAF 

Omce,  Auaistcnt  Chief 
Iiitelligonce 


of  Staftf 
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^'V  A.  If  tbt  iftTtatl|{«tiOQ  It  suTltd  out  tt  ra>  I intoud  to  haodlt  It 
witAla  ttoa  Dtpaty  o&lttt  .HCtivlM  dlrocttd. 
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AFMIN  (Lt  Col  Dessert) 

1.  Attached  Is  a proposed  reply  to  Coogresssau  Carl 
Vinson *8  request  for  Inforsation  on  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
Unidentified  Flying  Objects  progras.  This  action  Is 
In  response  to  your  letter  to  se  on  the  UFO  subject, 
dated  10  July  1063. 

2.  Strenuous  efforts  by  Uajor  Keyhoe,  a self-styled 
UFO  Investigator,  and  others  like  his  to  discredit 
the  Air  Force's  handling  of  the  UFO  progras  have 
resulted  In  two  Congressional  briefings  and  nuserous 
queries  for  Inforsatlon  from  the  sembers  of  Congress. 
The  first  briefing  was  In  tbe  susner  of  1958  and  the 
second  took  place  during  the  week  of  10  July  1960. 

The  latter  briefing  was  given  to  mesbers  of  the  Senate 
Preparedness  Sub-Cossittee,  the  House  Arsed  Services 
Sub-CoBslttee,  the  House  Space  and  Astronautics  Sub- 
Coaslttee,  CIA,  and  representatives  fros  the  Offlco 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force. 

3.  A later  effort  of  Major  Keyhoe's  to  instigate  a 
hearing  on  UFO's  by  the  House  Space  and  Astronautlc 
Coouilttee  during  the  susner  of  1961  was  unsuccessful. 
Congresssan  Joseph  Karth  of  this  cosalttee  sent  Ur. 
Richard  P.  Hines,  a staff  consultant  to  FTD  to  collect 
background  inforauitlon  regarding  the  Air  Force's 
handling  of  the  program.  Fron  Mr.  Hines'  report, 

Mr.  Karth  deteralned  that  tbe  Air  Force's  approach  to 
the  program  was  proper  aud  that  Major  Keyhoe's 
charges  of  slshandllng  were  without  grounds.  A copy 
of  Congresssan  Earth's  letter  to  Major  Keyhoe  Is 
attached. 

4.  Since  It  Is  apparent  from  Mr.  Speights*  letter 
that  Major  Keyhoe  and  others  are  attempting  to  force 
further  Congressional  hearings  on  the  UFO  program. 

It  Is  my  opinion  that  this  rather  long  letter  to 
Mr.  Vinson  1s  Justified. 


5.  I suggest  that  a copy  of  the  UFO  article  by  Dr.  J. 
Allen  Hynek  which  is  to  appear  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  Britanulca  be  attached  to  Congresssan 
Vinson's  letter. 


5 Atch 

1.  Ltr  Carl  Vinson,  8 Jul  63. 

2.  Ltr  J.P.  Speights,  2 Jul  63. 

3.  Proposed  reply  to  C.  Vinson. 

4.  a cy  ltr  Rep  Earth  to  UaJ 
Eeyhoe,  28  Aug  61. 

5.  2 cy  exerpt  fs  Encyclopaedia 
Britanulca. 
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Dear  Ur.  Chairnan: 

1 refer  to  your  letter  of  8 July  1963  requesting  the  latest 
Air  Force  position  on  unidentified  aerial  pbenonena. 

The  Air  Force's  principal  Interest  in  these  objects/phenomena 
Is  in  deterslnlng  if  they  are  in  any  way  a threat  to  our  national 
security  or  If  they  are  a source  of  new  scientific  or  technical 
Information.  Further,  the  Air  Force  attempts  to  determine  the 
cause  of  each  sighting  In  order  to  allay  public  anxiety  resulting 
from  an  incident  Involving  unidentified  aerial  phenomena. 

Better  than  90  per  cent  of  the  more  than  7500  cases  investi- 
gated since  1947  have  been  attributed  to  the  mlsldentlficatlou 
of  such  familiar  objects  as  balloons,  aircraft,  and  satellites, 
and  such  unfamiliar  phen<mena  as  parhelia  and  mirages.  A small 
percentage  of  cases  remains  unidentified  due,  for  the  most  part, 
to  the  limited  nature  of  the  report.  To  date  there  has  been  no 
evidence  from  any  case  to  indicate  that  these  obJects/phen<mena 
are  any  type  of  space  craft  other  than  earth  satellites  or  space 
probes  of  the  Soviet  Union  or  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  more  than  fifty  private 
unidentified  flying  object  (UFO)  organizations.  Collectively, 
these  organizations  boast  sore  than  500,000  members.  During  the 
1960  Presidential  election,  the  members  of  these  organizations 
actually  nominated  their  own  candidate  who  allegedly  threw  bis 


